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Why CSCA Matters Now
China is entering a new phase of international education.
Rather than focusing on student volume, Chinese
universities and education authorities are now prioritizing
academic quality, readiness, and long-term outcomes. To
support this shift, the China Scholastic Competency
Assessment (CSCA) has been introduced as a unified
academic readiness assessment for international
students.
Beginning 2026, CSCA will be mandatory for
undergraduate admissions at Chinese Government
Scholarship universities. In the coming years, CSCA is
expected to expand gradually to Master’s and PhD
admissions, reflecting China’s long-term strategy to
attract academically prepared, globally competitive
students.
CSCA supports China’s vision of building a strong, trusted
7 global education brand under the “Study in China”

itiative.
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This guide is designed for:
e |nternational students planning Bachelor’s study in China
e Applicants to MBBS, Engineering, Science, Business, and
Technology programs
e Students applying to English-taught or Chinese-taught degrees
e Parents, counselors, and educators seeking clarity on CSCA
e Students preparing for China Government Scholarship programs
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The China Scholastic Competency Assessment (CSCA) is a subject-based academic readiness test used by Chinese universities to evaluate whether
international students are prepared for real first-year university coursework. CSCA does not test memorization or past grades alone.

It evaluates how a student thinks, reasons, and performs under academic pressure — the same conditions they will face after admission.
Why CSCA Was Introduced
Chinese universities observed a recurring issue:
Many international students with strong grades and language scores still struggled academically after enrollment.
The reasons were not intelligence or effort — but misalignment:
e Different education systems
e Different assessment styles
e Different academic expectations
CSCA was introduced to answer one critical question:
“Is this student academically ready for how we teach and assess in China?”
This marks a system-wide shift:
e Marks - Readiness
e Assumption - Evidence
e Quantity » Quality
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From 2026 onward, CSCA applies to:

o All i

nternational undergraduate applicants to Chinese Government Scholarship

universities

e Stuo
* App

ents applying for science-intensive and professional programs
icants to English-taught and Chinese-taught degrees

e Stuo

ents from diverse or non-Chinese education systems

(Some exemptions may apply based on institutional policy, but CSCA is becoming the
standard benchmark.)
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Purpose:
To assess academic readiness and reduce early academic failure.

Test Format:

e Computer-based multiple-choice exam -

e Online (secure proctoring) or approved test centers »
Test Sessions: ,'f
January, March, April, June, December, -
Languages Offered:

e English

e Chinese

...
o

CSCA Subjects

e Mathematics(Mandatory)

e Physics(Optional — program dependent)

e Chemistry(Optional - program dependent)

e Academic / Specialized Chinese (For Chinese-taught programs

only)




Chemistry

e Molecular formulas

e Reaction principles

e Oxides and compounds

e Conceptual understanding
Specialized Chinese

e Academic reading

* Sentence structure

e Cloze passages

e Comprehension skills
CSCA balances conceptual knowledge
reflecting real classroom demands.
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Difficulty Level & Syllabus Scope

CSCA is aligned with senior high-school curricula, but focuses on
reasoning and application, not rote recall.
Mathematics

e Algebraic reasoning

e Trigonometric functions

e Coordinate geometry

e Sequences, circles, ellipses
Physics

e Basic mechanics

e Motion and energy

e Electricity fundamentals

e Conceptual problem-solving

+ logical thinking,
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Exam Administration & Results

e Mode: Computer-based

e Duration: Subject-wise (varies)

e Results: Released within 1-2 weeks

e Score Range: 0-100 per subject

e Validity: Generally one academic year
Universities may set their own score
expectations depending on program and 4
competitiveness. ‘
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CSCA is not a scholarship exam, but:
e Strong CSCA performance improves admission confidence
e Many scholarship committees consider CSCA as an academic
readiness indicator
e Higher scores strengthen applications for fully or partially
funded programs
Can CSCA Be Retaken?

Yes.

e Students may retake individual subjects

e Universities generally value improvement

e Early attempts are not penalized
CSCA is designed as a readiness check, not a one-chance
elimination test.
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How to Prepare for CSCA (Right Approach)

Effective CSCA preparation requires alignment, not shortcuts.
Recommended steps:

1.Understand CSCA question logic
2.Take a diagnostic mock test
3.ldentify subject-wise gaps
4.Build reasoning skills

5.Practice under timed conditions
6.Improve across attempts
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About CSCA International’s Role

CSCA International is an independent academic

preparation and guidance platform created to support
International students during China’s transition toward

readiness-based admissions.
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e CSCA-aligned preparation guidance
e Diagnostic and practice mock tests
e Subject-wise readiness support
e Academic handbooks and resources
e Classroom guidance (Islamabad & Lahore)
e Online guidance for students in:
o South & Central Asia
o Middle East
o Africa
o East Asia

What CSCA International Does NOT Do:

e Conduct the CSCA exam

e |ssue official scores

e Guarantee admission or scholarships
e Represent universities in decisions




China Outreach Program |ﬁ§%ﬁ

Tested. Trusted. Tangible.

The China Outreach Program helps students look beyond admission — toward long-term success.
Program Focus:

e Career awareness in China

e |[ndustry webinars

e Post-study work pathways

e Cultural orientation

e Alumni mentorship
This ensures students are prepared academically, culturally, and professionally.

Key Takeaways
e CSCA becomes mandatory for undergraduate admissions from 2026
e |t reflects China’s shift toward quality students
e CSCA tests readiness, not memorization
e Preparation and awareness are essential
e CSCA isyour first academic checkpoint for China
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e This guide has been:

e Prepared by the Academic & Research Team of CSCA International

e Developed using official CSCA guidelines and university frameworks

e Reviewed for accuracy, neutrality, and student clarity

e Updated to reflect evolving international education policies in China
e CSCA International provides educational guidance only.

e Final admission decisions rest solely with universities and authorities.




Contact Us

UAN: 031222111113
+92-51-234 0132, 315-1555507
www.cscainternational.com
iInfo@cscainternational.com

Islamabad.:

Unit 2, Basement 2-3, Block 20-D, G-8
Markaz, Islamabad - Pakistan

Lahore:

Office No. 14, Mezzanine Floor, Al Hafeez
Executive, Gulberg Ill, Lahore - Pakistan

'CSCA

INTERNATIONAL

Tested. Trusted. Tangible.




